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Ms. Elaine Grande was raised in Cedartown, Georgia, and earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees 
at West Georgia College.  Before joining DoDDS in 1981, Ms. Grande taught high school English in 
Fulton County and gifted education in Carroll County in Georgia.  Her professional career in DoDDS 
includes teaching gifted education in DoDDS-Philippines; Assistant Principal at Wurtsmith Elementary 
School in the Philippines and Sullivans Elementary School in Japan; Principal at Bob Hope Primary 
School in Okinawa and Bad Kreuznach and Ramstein Elementary Schools in Germany; and as Executive 
Officer for the Kaiserslautern District Superintendents Office where she is now serving as Assistant 
Superintendent.   
 
Throughout Ms. Grande’s career as an educator, she has earned the reputation of being a leader who is 
decisive and fair and always focused on her goal of what is best for students. She fosters school 
partnerships with families and community organizations and is known by her colleagues, parents, and 
community members as not only a good communicator, but also a good listener.  As a school leader, Ms. 
Grande involved parents and teachers in making school decisions, valuing their cultural diversity and 
recognizing their contributions to overall school improvement and student achievement.  She emphasized 
staff collaboration and collegiality in her schools, empowering teachers to make key instructional 
decisions and encouraging them to modify instructional practices based on research and their own 
experimentation.  Ms. Grande’s organizational skills have been recognized throughout her career, most 
recently in her positions as Executive Officer and Assistant Superintendent for the Kaiserslautern District. 
 
As a result of her outstanding leadership skills, Ms. Grande was recognized as the National Distinguished 
Principal for 2001 for the Department of Defense Dependents Schools.  This award recognizes principals 
who have demonstrated a commitment to excellence; high standards and expectations for students and 
staff; and evidence of support by colleagues, parents, and community. 
 
Ms. Grande is known as a “people” person.  She believes that the people that she has loved, admired, and 
respected become a part of who she is, helping to shape her values, dreams, and goals.  She believes that, 
as educators, we must strive to instill in students the values that will assist them in becoming positive and 
productive citizens. She appreciates the opportunity of serving as one of the Assistant Superintendents of 
the Kaiserslautern District where she continues to maintain her focus on student achievement, 
empowerment of teachers and parents in decision-making, and positive communication. 
 
Ms. Grande’s hobbies and interests include travel, decorating, gardening, and meeting new people.  Ms. 
Grande and her husband Rollie – a former disc jockey, television director, and CBS Bureau Chief in the 
Philippines – treasure the multi-cultural friendships and associations formed in their travels and many 
varied assignments in DoDDS. 
 
 

 


